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I refer to your e-mail of 27 June 2017 addressed to Mr. Iain Torrance, President of 

the Scottish Timber Trade Association, relating to timber transport issues. 

Mr. Torrance has asked me to reply on behalf of the UK Forest Products 

Association.  I should point out that the focus of the Scottish Timber Trade 

Association is on imported timber and as such, is not involved in the transport of 

roundwood (logs) in Scotland.  However, the UK Forest Products Association, which 

represents the technical and commercial interests of processors of British grown 

timber is better placed to respond to your request for an opinion on the matter. 

The Scottish forestry sector plays a vital role in Scotland’s rural economy; it 

contributes about £1 billion to the economy every year and supports some 25,000 

jobs, mainly in rural areas.  The transport of roundwood (logs) from forests to 

sawmills and other wood processing plants is an essential part of the forestry 

sector.  Timber transport matters are usefully addressed by the Timber Transport 

Forum and its Regional Timber Transport Groups.  These Groups have been in 

operation throughout Scotland, where there are seven groups  and Northern England 

since the 1990s and bring together representatives from local authorities, central 

government and the forest and timber industries.  Although the remit of these Groups 

varies, to reflect local circumstances, they generally exist to collect and maintain 

information relating to current and future timber traffic, to review existing timber 

transport infrastructure and identify priorities for road maintenance, upgrades and 

new investment, they explore and promote the potential for increased use of rail and 

water transport of timber, they have developed and maintained a system of Agreed 

Timber Transport Routes, they work through partnerships to resolve timber transport 

issues and to help avoid such issues recurring and they share information with other 

Regional Timber Transport Groups.   

Another key element of the work of the Forum and the Groups is the development 

and promotion of good practice in timber transport.  In this respect we have attached 

a copy of one of the Forum’s best practice publications, which we hope will be of 

interest - Managing Timber Transport Good Practice Guide: Advice on resolving 

timber transport problems for local authority road managers, timber haulage 

managers, forest owners and agents: 

http://timbertransportforum.org.uk/attachments/article/24/TTF%20Publication%20201

2%20Good%20Practice%20Guide.pdf  

In terms of the Petition, we would draw attention to the existence of Agreed Route 

Maps, which have been devised by local authorities working in conjunction with the 

forestry sector.  These Maps categorise roads which serve forests and woodlands in 

terms of their capacity to sustain timber haulage.  Where there may be significant 

impact from timber haulage, either on the road itself, or on local communities and 

http://timbertransportforum.org.uk/attachments/article/24/TTF%20Publication%202012%20Good%20Practice%20Guide.pdf
http://timbertransportforum.org.uk/attachments/article/24/TTF%20Publication%202012%20Good%20Practice%20Guide.pdf


other road users, there is a requirement for liaison between forestry interests and the 

local authority roads department to develop a solution that facilitates timber 

transport, addresses community concerns and protects the roads.  The Agreed 

Route Maps classify roads into three categories;  

 Agreed Routes, which can be used for timber haulage without restriction, 

other than the legal requirements relating to road use.  

 Consultation Routes, which are key timber haul routes but not of the same 

quality as Agreed Routes and their use for timber haulage will require 

consultation with the local authority prior to timber haulage taking place.  In 

some cases, traffic management plans may be agreed in terms of timing of 

vehicle movements etc.   

 Severely Restricted Routes, these roads would not normally be used for 

timber transport and again, consultation with the local authority is required to 

determine whether they may be used for timber transport, perhaps subject to 

an agreed traffic management regime.   

 Excluded Routes, which should not be used for timber transport.  Such routes 

are either formally restricted, or are close to being restricted, in order to 

protect the road and/or other structures.  Consultation with the local authority 

is required to explore alternative routes. 

It can therefore be seen that there is already a positive working relationship between 

Scottish local authorities and the forestry sector in relation to timber haulage, with 

the Timber Transport Forum and its Regional Timber Transport Groups playing 

a very important role, not least in relation to partnership working, consultation etc. 

We are not convinced that additional statutory measures need to be implemented by 

the Scottish Parliament in relation to timber transport matters.   Further information 

on the work of the Timber Transport Forum and the Regional Timber Transport 

Groups can found at www.timbertransportforum.org.uk , with details of the Agreed 

Route Maps to be found at www.timbertransportforum.org.uk/maps/agreed-routes  

I understand that Roland Stiven of the Timber Transport Forum will provide a more 

detailed response to you on this subject. 

I hope that the above comments will be of interest and assistance. 
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